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Ir is manifeſt to all, who ſeriouſly refle& on the 
powers and propenſities of human nature, that we are 
formed capable of religion, and have an inward con- 
ſciouſneſs, that we ought to worſhip ſome ſuperior 
Being, on whom our ſafety and happineſs depend: but, 
at the ſame time, the ſtate of- the world, in all places 3 
where the Bible has not been known, unanſwerably | 
proves, that we are incapable of diſcovering for our- 
ſelves a religion, which is worthy of God, fuited to our 
wants, and conducive to our true intereſt, The ſhort- e 
neſs of life alſo, and the reaſonable perſuaſion that men 
in general entertain of a future ſtate, concur to ſhew, 
| that our grand concern lies in another world. Yet 1 
uncertainty and perplexity, nay, palpable error and 
aabſurdity, have ever encumbered men's reaſonings 
and conjectures on theſe important ſubjects Even at 
. Athens Jehovah was the unknown God,” (Acts, 
c. xvii. v. 23;) and all beyond the grave was an un- 


known world. | | „) 
The wiſeſt of the Pagans, therefore, conſidered a ] 
revelation from the Deity to be exceedingly deſirable © 
in order that bewildered mortals might learn the way, 
in which they could worſhip him with acceptance, and 3 
be happy; and ſome of them entertained hopes, that 
ſuch an ineſtimable favour would at length be vouch- 
ſafed. Indeed confuſed expectations of this kind have 
Sale been common in the world; as is manifeſt from the = 
; reception that hath been given to pretended revelations 
| which otherwiſe could not have obtained credit and 
> currency. l PEE. 5 a 
ATA Various impoſitions, in this matter, have been de. | 1 
tected by a careful inveſtigation: and there is but nue 
book in the world, which ſo much as appears to be a | 
BT e revelation 
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revelation from God. This has ſtood the teſt of ages, 


and undergone the moſt ſevere ſcrutiny ;. and the more 


it has been examined by ſerious enquirers, the fuller 
conviction have they obtained of its authenticity. No 
man now ventures forth as an avowed adverſary, to 
diſpute its claim in the open field of fair argument: 
yet few in compariſon are pradically convinced, that 
it 1s the unerring word of God; and an increaſing 
number of objectors perplex themſelves and others, by 
diſcovering ſuppoſed inconſiſtencies, or unimportant 
difficulties; or by ſetting up their own reaſonings and 
imaginations in oppoſition to its doctrines, and mak- 
ing that diſagreement a ground of heſitation, or re- 
jection. So that ſcepticiſm, or a partial, frivolous, 


difingenuous, carping infidelity, have become exceed- 
ingly common; the minds of young perſons eſpecially 


are poiſoned by them; great pains are taken to diſſe- 


minate theſe cavils and objections, (though they have 


been ſolidly anſwered again and again;) and thoſe 


perſons are treated as weak enthuſiaſts, or irrational 


bigots, who ſimply believe the Scriptures as the ſure 


' teſtimony of God. 


Tt may, therefore, be ſeaſonable, to ſtate, with all 
pollible brevity. ſome of the moſt concluſive reaſons, 


dy which reflecting men have been induced to ſubmit 


to the authority of the Bible, and to believe, that it is 
a revelation from the God of Truth. By the divine 
Inſpiration of the Holy Scriptures, L mean, ſuch an 
immediate and complete diſcovery, by the Holy Spirit 
to the minds of the ſacred penmen,-of thoſe, things 
which could not have been otherwiſe known, and ſuch 


an effectual ſuperintendency, as to thoſe matters which 


they might be informed of by other means, as entirely 
to preſerve them from all error, in every particular, 


which could in the leaſt affect any of the doctrines or 


commandments contained in their writings. Every 
propoſition, therefore, is to be conſidered as the ſure 


teſtimony of God, in that ſenſe, according to which 


the ſacred penmen propoſed it as truth. Thus facts 


occurred, and words were ſpoken, as they ſtand re- 
ceorded in the ſcripture, as to the import of them, and 
the inſtruction to be deduced from them: but we muſt 


judge of thoſe facts, or diſcourſes, by the doctrinal and 
i 13 preceptive 


of THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. = Wo 
preceptive parts of the ſcriptures: nor does it at all in- 
validate the complete inſpiration of the ſacred writers, 
to allow, that they expreſſed themſelves in common 
language, and wrote of things as men generally ſpoke 
of them; rather than according to philoſophical exact - 
neſs, or in the ſtyle that was uſed in the look of the 
learned, during the ages in which they lived. Sup- 
poſed, or unimportant errors, or inaccuracies of ex- 
preſſion in ſuch things, are not in the leaſt inconſiſtent 
with that entire divine inſpiration, of which we ſpeak; 
for the ſcriptures were not written to render us exact 
philoſophers, or to inſtruct us in ancient hiſtory and 
geography; but to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. Nor 
do the few immaterial miſtakes, which in a long courſe 
of years have crept in, through the errors of tranſcribers, 
create any difficulty or uncertainty to the humble and 
teachable enquirer; . they may give occaſion to 
the ſelf-ſufficient to cavil, and object; for the Lord 
„ taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſs.“ 
Moreover, it is futile and abſurd, for any man to diſ- 
pute againſt particular doctrines as unreaſonable, to 
diſallow any facts as incredible, or to quarrel with any 
divine Gitpenſations, as narightegcus when he finds 
.himjelf unable to anſwer the plain arguments, which 
areadduced, to prove the whole to bethe word of God. 
If our premiſes be undeniable, and our deductions 
unavoidable; obſtinacy and ſelf-conceit alone will 
perſiſt in incredulity; and ridicule, reviling, ſubtle 
inſinuations, or witty ſarcaſms are, in ſuch a caſe, cer- 
tain indications of a proud and bitter enmity to the 
truth itſelf: if then, the arguments, that ſhall be ad- 
duced, be ſufficient to prove the Bible to be the word 
of God; I hope the reader will recolle&, that, as a 
reaſonable man, he is bound to ſtudy, believe, and 
obey it, as the rule and ſtandard of all- his principles, 
affections, and conduct. Theſe things having been 
premiſed, I obſerve HEL Js | 
I. That vaſt numbers of wiſe and good men, through 
many generations and in diſtant countries, haveagreed 
in receiving the Bible, as a divine revelation. Many 
of them have been noted for ſeriouſneſs, erudition, 
penetration, and impartiality in judging of men and 
things: with much labour, and patient inveſtigation, 
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4 ON THE DIVINE INSPIRATION. 
they detected the impoſtures, by which their cotem- 


poraries were duped; yet the ſame aſſiduous examina- 
tion confirmed them in believing the Bible to be © the 
word of God;” and induced them to recommend it, 
living and dying, to all others, as the ſource of wiſdom, 


hope, and conſolation. In this view, the tradition of 


the church has much weight: for, whatever abuſe has 
been made of the term, by ſuch as were no part of the 
true church; yet the whole company of thoſe, who 


have worſhipped the living God in ſpirit and truth, 


(including them who ventured and-laid down their 
lives, for conſcience ſake, and who were the moſt. 
pious, holy, and uſeful men in every age,) having una- 

nimouſly concurred, in handing down to us the ſcrip- 
tures as a divine revelation, and having very little 
differed about the books which form a part of that 
facred depoſit; muſt be allowed to be a confideration 
of great importance. And I cannot but ſuppoſe, that if 

a Being of entire impartiality, of found judgment, and 

holy difpoſition, ſhould be ſhewn the two companies, 


of thoſe who have received, and of thoſe who have 


rejected the ſcriptures; and ſhould compare the ſeriouſ- 
neſs, learning, patient inveſtigation of truth, ſolidjudg. 


ment, holy lives, and compoſure in a dying hour, 
(without unmanly terror, or indecent levity,) of the 


one company, with the character and conduct of the 
other; he would be induced to take up the Bible with 
rofound veneration, and the ſtrongeſt prepoſſeſſion in 


it's favour. | | 


II. The agreement of the ſacred penmen among 


themſelves is another cogent argument of their divine 
infpiration. Should an equal number of cotemporaries, 


of the ſame country, education, habits, profeſſion, na- 


tural diſpoſition, and rank in life, concur in writing a 


book on religious ſubjects, as large as the Bible; each 
furniſhing his proportion, without comparing notes 


together; the attentive reader, whoſe mind had been 


Jong inured' to ſuch ſtudies, would be able to diſcover 


- ſome diverſity of opinion among them. But the pen- 


men of the ſcripture ſucceeded each other, during the 
term of 1500 years: ſome of them were princes, or 
prieſts; others ſhepherds and fiſhermen, &c : their na- 
turalabilities, education, e £ 
. „„ | exceed- 


| OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 3 
exceedingly varied: they wrote laws, hiſtory, prophecy, 
odes, devotional exerciſes, proverbs, parables, doctrines, 
controverſy, & c: each man had his diſtin& depart- 
ment: yet they all exactly coincide, in the exhibition 
they give us, of the perfections, works, truths, and will 
of God; of the nature, ſituation, and obligations, of 
man; of ſin and ſalvation; of this world and the next; 
and in ſhort, of all things connected with our duty, 
ſafety, intereſt, and comfort, and in the whole of the re- 
ligion inculcated by them. They all were evidently of 
the ſame judgment, aimed to eſtabliſh the ſame prin- 
Ciples, and applied them to the ſame practical pur- 
| Poſes. Apparent inconfiſtencies will indeed perplex 
the ſuperficial reader: but they will vaniſh aiter a 
more accurate inveſtigation: nor could ever any charge 
of diſagreement, among the penmen of the Bible, be 
ſubſtantiated ; for it can only be ſaid, that they related 
the ſame facts with different circumſtances which are 
perfectly reconcileable; and that they gave inſtructions 
ſuited to the perſons, whom they addreſſed, without 
ſyſtematically ſhewing the harmony of them with other 
parts of divine truth. They wrote not by concert; 
and beſtowed no pains to avoid the appearance of in- 
conſiſtency: yet the exact coincidence that is perceived 
among them by the diligent ſtudent, is moſt aſtoniſu- 


Ing; and cannot be accounted for, on .any rational 


principles, without admitting that they © wrote as they 
„were moved by the Holy Ghoſt.” | 
To this we may add, that the ſcripture hiſtory ac- 
cords, in a wonderful manner, with the moſt authen- 
tic records which remain, of the events, cuſtoms, and 
manners of the countries and ages, to which it ſtands 
related. The riſe and fall of empires, the revolutions 
that have taken place in the world, and the grand out- 
lines of chronology, &c, are coincident with thoſe ſtated. 
by the moſt approved ancient writers: whilſt the pal- 
pable errors in thefe reſpects, detected in tne apocry- 
phal books, conſtitute one of the moſt deciſive reaſons, 
for rejecting them as ſpurious. The hiſtory of the bi- 
ble is of far greater antiquity than any other records 
extant in the world; and it is remarkable, that in many 
inſtances it ſnews the real origin of thoſe abſurd fables, 
which diſgrace and obſcure all other hiſtories of thoſe 
LP 5 . B 3 „ remote 
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III. The miracles, by which the penmen of the 
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remote times; and this is no feeble proof, that it was 


derived from ſome ſurer fource of information, than 


I 


ſcriptures confirmed their divine miffion to their co- 


temporaries, afford us alſo a moſt convincing proof 
i In this matter. The account of theſe miracles may be 
evidently ſhewn to have been publiſhed, in the very 


ages and places, in which they were ſaid to have been 
wrought, openly, in the preſence of vaſt multitudes, 
enemies as well as friends: yet this public challenge 


never called forth any man to deny that they were 
really performed; nor was an attempt of this kind ever 
made till long afterwards. Can any man of common 


ſenſe think, that Moſes and Aaron could poſſibly have 
perſuaded. the whole nation of Iſrael, that they had 


witneſſed all the plagues of Egypt, paſſed through the 


Red Sea, with the waters piled on each fide of them, 


gathered the manna every morning, and ſeen all the _ 


wonders recorded in their hiſtory; if no ſuch events 


had taken place? If then, that generation could not 
be thus impoſed on; when could the belief of fuch ex- 


traordinary events be palmed upon the nation? Surely, 
it would have been impoſſible, in the next age, to per- 
ſuade them that their fathers had ſeen and experienced 


peal muſt have been made to them, that theſe were 


things well known among them! What credit could 
have been obtained to ſuch a forgery at any ſubſequent 


period? It would have been abſolutely neceſſary, in 
making this attempt, to perſuade the whole people, 
that ſuch traditions had always been current among 
them; that the memory of them had for ages been per- 
petuated by days and ordinances obſerved by them all; 


and that their whole civil and religious eſtabliſhment 
had thence originated: and could this have poſſibly - 
been effected, if they all had known, that no ſuch me- 


morials and traditions had ever before been heard of 
among them? The ſame might be ſhewn concerning 
the other miracles recorded in feripture, eſpecially 
thoſe of Chriſt and his apoſtles; and it might be made 


evident, that the man, who denies them to have been 


actually 


ſuch wonderful things, when they had never heard a 
fingle word about them in their lives: and when an ap- 
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actually performed, muſt believe more wonderful 
things without any evidence, than thoſe are which he 
rejects, though eftabliſhed by unanſwerable proof. 
But brevity will only allow me to inſiſt on one miracu- 
lous event, viz; the reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus; _ 
for this being once proved, the whole ſcripture is 
evinced to be a divine revelation. | His doctrine and 
authority eſtabliſhes the authenticity of the Old Teſta- 
ment: and the witneſſes of his reſurrection were the 
penmen of the New Teſtament. fi Fo TE 
Almoſt all human affairs are conducted by teſtimony; 
the concurrence of two or three unexceptionable wit- 
neſſes is ſufficient to prove any fact, that is in its own 
nature credible: and the reſurrection of a dead per- 
ſon, by Omnipotence, and for the moſt important 
purpoſes, cannot reaſonably be deemed incredible, 
The ancient prophets had predicted the reſurrection 
of the Mefhah, (Pf. xvi. v. 16. Iſaiah c. lin. v. 10—12:) 
and indeed every pre-intitmation of his glorious and 
perpetual kingdom, when compared with the prophe- 
cies of his ſufferings and death, implied that he would 
- riſe again from the dead. His very enemies knew, - 
that he had foretold his own reſurrection u three 
days, and took precautions accordingly : yet the body 
was gone; and they could give.no rational account 
what was become of it. They had the whole authority 
veſted in them; and their reputation was deeply con- 
cerned: yet they rather choſe to bear the open charge 
of the baſeſt murder and prevarication imaginable, 
than excite any further enquiry; by bringing either 
the ſoldiers who guarded the ſepulchre, or the diſci- 
ples who were ſaid to have ſtolen the body, to a pub- 
lic trial; though they had the latter in their cuſtody. | 
The eleven apoſtles, (to whom a twelfth was foon | 
added,) were a ſufficient number of competent wit- | 
neſſes, being men of plain ſenſe and blameleſs lives; 
they could not but identify the perſon of their Maſter, 
whom they had fo long attended; they unanimouſly - 
teſtified, that they had received the fulleſt aſſurance of 
their ſenſes to his reſurrection, and at length beheld ' 
him aſcend up towards heaven, till he was received 
out of their ſight : and they perſiſted invariably in this 
teſtimony for many years, They were evidently in- 
e . e timidated 
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timidated fo a great degree, by the crucifixion of 
their Lord, and backward to credit his reſurrection: 


- 
* 


they could have no poſſible ſecular motive, to invent 


and propagate ſuch a report; for ignominy, torture, 
and death muſt be the probable conſequences of 
efpouſing the cauſe of one, who had been crucified as 


a deceiver. In all other things, they appeared ſimple, 


upright, holy men: yet, if in this they deceived, the 


| world never yet produced ſuch a company of artful 


and wicked impoſtors! Yet they evidently propoſed no 
advantage to themſelves from their deep laid, and 
well conducted ſchemes ! They ſpent all the reſt of their 
lives, in promoting the religion of Jeſus; renouncing 
every earthly intereſt; facing all kinds of oppoſition 


and. perſecution; prepared habitually to ſeal their teſti- 


mony with their blood; and moſt of them actuall. 
dying martyrs in the cauſe, recommending it wit 


their lateſt breath. Moreover, when they went forth 


to preach Chriſt as riſen from the dead; they were 


manifeſtly changed, in almoſt every reſpect, from what 
they had before been: their timidity gave place to the 
moſt undaunted courage; their carnal prejudices va- 
niſhed, their ambitious conteſts ceaſed, their narrow 


views were immenſely expanded, and zeal for the ho- 


nour of their Lord, with love to the ſouls of men, ſeem 
to have engroſſed and elevated all the powers of their 
minds. There were alſo many other competent wit- 


neſſes to the ſame great event, even to the number of 


500: theſe too concurred in the ſame teſtimony to the 
end of their lives; and neither fear, hope, or diſſenſion 
among themſelves, induced ſo much as one of them to 


vary from the teſtimony of the reſt: nay, the apoſtates 


from chriſtianity never openly charged the apoſtles 
with any impoſition in this reſpect. A more complete 


human teſtimony to any event cannot even be ima- 


gined: for if our Lord had ſhewn himſelf, © openly to 
all the people” of the Jews, and their rulers had per- 


ſiſted in rejecting him; it would have rather weakened 


than confirmed the evidence: and if they had unani- 


mouſly received him as the Meſſiah, it might have 
excited in others a ſuſpicion, that it was a plan con- 


certed for erg the nation. IF 
But God himſelf was alſo pleaſed to add his own 
N teſtimony 
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teſtimony to that of his ſervants; conferring on them 
the gift of the Holy-Ghoſt, and enabling them to im- 
part the ſame miraculous powers to others, by the lay- 
ing on of their hands. Thus the number of witneſies 
continually increaſed, the teſtimony was more widely 
diffuſed, and no enemy could deny that they, who at- 
teſted Chriſt's reſurrection, performed moſt ſtupendous 
miracles, (Acts ch. iv. ver. 139-16). In conſequence 
of this, the unlettered, unarmed, and deſpiſed preachers 
of a crucified and riſen Saviour, prevailed againſt all 
the combined power, learning, wealth, ſuperſtition, 
and wickedneſs of the world, till chriſtianity was com- 
pletely eſtabliſned upon the ruins of Judaiſm and 25 
Pagan idolatry! Here again, it may be demanded, 
when could the belief of ſuch facts have been obtruded 
on mankind, if they had never happened? Surely not 
in the age, when they were ſaid to have been witneſſed. 
buy tens of thouſands, who were publicly challenged to 
deny them if they could! not in any ſubſequent age; 
for the origin of chriſtianity was aſcribed to them, and 
millions muſt have been perſuaded, that they had al- 
ways believed thoſe things, which they had never to 
that time ſo much as heard of! We may then venture 
to afſert, that no paſt event was ever ſo fully proved, 
as our Lord's reſurrection; and that it would not be 
half ſo prepoſterous to doubt, whether ſuch a man as 
Julius Cæſar ever exiſted, as it would be to queſtion, 
whether Jeſus actually aroſe from the dead What 
then do they mean, who bppoſe ſome little apparent 
variations, in the account given of this event, by the 
four Evangeliſts, (which have repeatedly been ſhewn 
capaple of an eaſy reconciliation;) to ſuch an unparal- 
lelled complication of evidence, that it did actually 
take place? FE £7 | 
IV. The prophecies, contained in the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures, and fulfilling to this day, prove them to be di- 
vinely inſpired. Theſe form a ſpecies of perpetual 
miracles, which challenge the inveſtigation of men, in 
every age; and which, though overlooked by the care- 
leſs and prejudiced, cannot fail of producing convic- 
tion proportioned to the attentien paid to them. The 
prophecies of the Meſſiah, which are to be found in 
almoſt all the books of the Old Teſtament, when com- 
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pared with the exact accompliſhment of them, as re- 
corded in the authentic writings of the Evangeliſts, 
abundantly prove them to have been penned under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit: whilſt the exiſtence of 


the Jews, as a people differing from all others upon the 


face of the earth, and their regard to them, as the 


ſacred Oracles handed down from their progenitors, 
ſufficiently vouch for their antiquity; (though further 
proof in abundance 1s at hand, did brevity admit of 
it.) According to the predictions of theſe books, 
Nineveh hath been deſolated, (Nahum. c. i, ii, 11i;) - 
Babylon ſwept with the beſom of deſtruction, (Iſaiah. 


c. X111. xiv;) Tyre become a place to dry nets in, 


(Ezek. c. xxvi. v. 4, 5;) Egypt the baſeſt of the king- 


doms, &c. (Ezek. c. xxix. v. 14, 15.) Theſe, and 
many other events fulfilling ancient prophecies, ſo 
many ages after they were delivered, can never be ac- 
counted for; except by allowing, that He, who ſees 
the end from the beginning, thus revealed his ſecret 


purpoſes; that the accompliſhment of them might 


prove the ſcriptures to be his word of inſtruction to 


mankind. Y 


in like manner, there are evident predictions inter- 


woven almoſt with the writings of every penman otihe- 
Ne Teſtament, as a divine atteſtation to their doctrine. 


The deſtruction of eruſalem, with all the circumſtances 
predicted in the Evangeliſts, (an account of which may 
be ſeen in Joſephus's Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Wars;) the 


ſeries of ages, during which that city hath been © trod- 


den under foot of the gentiles; the long continued diſ- 


perſion of the Jews, and the converſion of the nations 


to chriſtianity ; the many antichriſtian corruptions of 


the goſpel; the ſuperſtition, uncommanded auſterities, 


1dolatry, tyranny and perſecution of the Roman hier- 
archy; the diviſion of the empire into ten kingdoms; - 
their concurrence during many ages to ſupport the 
uſurpations of the church of Rome; and the exiſtence 


of chriſtianity to this day, amidſt ſo many enemies, 


who have uſed every poſſible method to deſtroy it; 
when compared with the predictions of the New Teſta- 


ment do not come ſhort of the fulleſt demonſtration, 
which the caſe will admit of, that the-books that con- 


- 


tain them are the unerring word of God. 
V ; „ V. Only 
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V. Only the ſcriptures, (and ſuch books as make 
them their baſis,) introduce the infinite God, as ſpeak- 
ing in a manner worthy of himſelf; with ſimplicity, 
majeſty, and authority. His character, as there deli- 
neated, compriſes all poſhble excellency, without an 

intermixture; his laws and ordinances accord to his 
perfections; his works and diſpenſations exhibit them; 
and all his dealings with his creatures bear the ſtamp 
of infinite wiſdom, power, juſtice, purity, truth, good- 
neſs and mercy, harmonioufly diſplayed. The de- 
| ſcription there given of the ſtate of the world, and of 
human nature, widely differs from our ideas of them; 
yet the facts unanſwerably prove it to be exactly true. 


The records of every. nation, the events of every age, 


and the hiſtory of every individual, confute men's ſelf- 


flattery in this reſpe&: and prove that the penmen of 
the bible knew the human character better, than any 


| philoſopher, ancient, or modern, ever did. Their ac- 


count teaches us what men are about, and what may 


be expected from them : whilſt all who form a different 
eſtimate of it, find their principles inapplicable to 


facts, their theories incapable of being reduced to 


ractich, and their expectations ſtrangely diſappointed. 
he bible, well underſtood, enables us to account for 
thoſe events, which have appeared inexplicable to men 
in every age: and the more carefully any one watches, 
and ſcrutinizes all the motives, intentions, imagina- 
tions, and defires of his heart, for a length of time; the 
clearer will it appear to him, that the penmen of the 
ſcriptures give a far more juſt account of his diſpoſi- 
tion and character, than he could have done of himſelf. 
In ſhort, man is ſuch a being, and the worid is in ſuch 
a ſtate, as they have deſcribed: yet multiplied: facts, 
_ conſtant obſervation, and reiterated experience are in- 
ſufficient to convince us of it, till we firſt learn it from 
the Bible: and then comparing all, that paſſes within 
ind around us, with what we there read, we become 
nore and more acquainted with our own hearts, and 
ſtabliſhed in the belief of its divine original. 
The myſteries contained in ſcripture rather confirm 


an invalidate this concluſion: for a pretended reve- 


tion without myſtery would confute itſelf. Incom- 
rehenſibility is inſeparable from God, and all his 
| 7 ® | „„ Works, 
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works, even as low as the growth of a blade of graſs: 


the myfteries of the ſcriptures are ſublime, intereſting, 
and uſeful; they diſplay the divine perfections, lay a 


foundation for our hope, and inculcate humility, re- 
verence, love and gratitude. What is incomprehen- 
ſible muſt be myſterious; but it may be intelligible as 


far as revealed; and though it connect with things 
above our reaſon, it may imply nothing contrary to. it. 


So that, in all reſpects, the contents of the Bible are 


ſuited to convince the ſerious enquirer, that it is the 


n = 


VI. The tendency of the ſcripture conſtitutes ano- 
ther proof of this. Put the caſe that all men believed 


and obeyed the Bible, as a divine revelation; to what 


conduct would it lead them; and what would be the 
effect on ſociety ?. Surely repentance, and renunciation 
of all vice and immorality when connected with the. 


ſpiritual worſhip of Godin his ordinances, faith in his 


mercy and truth, through the mediation of his Son, 


and all the fruits of the Holy Spirit, as viſible in 


the lives of every true believer, would form ſuch cha- 
racers, and produce ſuch effects, as the world hath ne- 
ver yet witneſſed! Men would then univerſally do 
juſtice, ſpeak truth, ſhew mercy, exerciſe mutual for- 
giveneſs, follow after peace, bridle their appetites and 


paſhons, and lead a ſober, righteous, and godly life, 


Murders, wars, bitter contentions, cruel oppreſſions, 


and unreſtrained licentiouſneſs, would no more deſo- 


late the world, and fill it with miſery; but righteouſ- 
neſs, goodneſs, and truth would bleſs the earth with a 
felicity exceeding all our preſent conceptions... This 
is, no doubt, the direct tendency of the ſcripture doc- 
trines, precepts, motives, and promiſes : nothing is 


wanting to remedy the ſtate of the world, and fit men 


for the worſhip. and felicity of heaven, but that they 
ſhould believe and obey the ſcriptures; and if many 
enormous crimes have been commited, under colour 


of zeal for chriſtianity; that only proves the depravity | 


of man's heart: for the ſcripture, ſoberly underſtood, 


moſi expreſsly forbids ſuch practices; and men do not 
act thus, becauſe they duly regard it, but becauſe they 


will not believe and obey. it. | Wh. 
The tendency of theſe principles is exhibited in the 
4: : characters 
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5 characters there delineated, whilft the confi ſteney be- 
tween the tr uths and precepts of ſcripture, and theac- 
tions of men recorded in it, implies another argument 


7 
of its divine criginal. Ungodly men are characterized, 


and their actions ale recited, according to the abltregt 
account given of human natufe: and beligve:s are re- 
preſented, as conducting themſelves exactly in chat 
manner, which the principles of the Bible might have 
led us toexpect. They had hke paſf ons with other men; 


but they were habitually reſtrained and regulated by the 
fear and love of God, and other holy affections: their 


gener al conduct was good, but not perfect; and ſome- 
times their natural proneneſs to evil broke out, and 


made way for bitter repentance, and deeper humilia- 


tion: ſo that they appear conſtantly to have perceived 
their need of forgiveneſs and divine affiſtance ; to have 
expected their felicity from the rich mercy of God; 

and, inſtead of abuſing that conſideration, to have 
| thence deduced motives for gratitude, zeal, patience, 
meekneſs, and love to mankind. 

But one character is exhibited, in the ſimpleſt and 
moſt unaffected manner, which is perfection itfelf. 
- Philoſophers, Orators, and Poets, in their ſeveral ways, 


have beſtowed immenſe pains to deſcribe the charac- 


ter of ſome man, in ſuch a manner, that no fault 


could be found in it: and they have given us complete 
models of their own eſtimate of excellency, and ſuffi- 


cient proof that they laboured the point to the utmoſt 


of their ability. But the four evangeliſts, whoſe di- 


vine inſpiration is now frequently doubted on the moſt 
frivolous pretences, without ſeeming to think of it, 
have done that which all other writers have failed in. 


They have ſhewn us a perfect character, by ſimply 


relating the words and actions of Chriſt; without mak- 
Ing any comment on them, or ſhewing the leaſt inge- 
nuity in the arrangement of them. This is a fact, 


which cannot be denied; no perfect character is elſe- 


where delineated; and probably, no mere man could 


have drawn one; no perſon would have thought of 


ſuch a character as that of Jeſus; yet no flaw or fault 
can be found in it: this alone, I apprehend, and their 
entire „ in this reſpe& with each other, 
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| proves that they wrote under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. | 825 : 54 ; 
It hath often been obſerved, that ſatan would never 
have influenced men to write the Bible; for then he 
would have been divided againſt himſeif: wicked men 
would not have penned a book, which ſo awfully con- 
demned their whole conduct: and good men would 
never have aſcribed their own inventions to divine in- 


ſpiration; eſpecially as ſuch ſorgeries are moſt fe- 


verely reprobated in every part of it, But indeed, it 
is a work as much exceeding every effort of mere man, 
as the ſun ſurpaſſes thoſe. ſcanty illuminations, by 
rms his ſplendour is imitated, or his. abſence ſup- 
f VII. The actual effects, produced by the ſcriptures, 
evince their divine original Theſe are, indeed far 
from being equal to their tendency; becauſe, through 
human depravity the goſpel is not. genezally believed 
and obeyed: yet they are very conuderable; and we: 
may aſſert that even at preſent, there are many thou- 
fands, who- have been reclaimed from a profane and 
immaral life, to ſobriety, equity, truth, and piety, and 
a good behaviour in, relative life, by attending to the 
facred-ſcriptures. Having been © made free from ſing 
and become, the ſervants of God, they have their 
« fruit unto holineſs;” and after patiently continuing. 
in well doing, and chearfuliy bearing various affiic- 


77 tions, they joyfully meet death, being ſupported by 


the hope of eternal life“ as. the-gift of God through 
% Tefus Chriſt:” whilſt they, who beſt know. them, 
are: moſt: convinced, that they have been rendered 
-. -wiſer, holier, and happier, by. believing the Bible; and 
that there is a reality in religion, though various in- 
tereſts and paſſions keep them from duly embracing it. 
"There are in leed enthuſiaſts alſo; but they become 
fo, by forſaking the old rule of faith and duty, for ſome 
new fancy: and there are hypocrites; but they atteſt _ 
the reality and excellency.of religion, by. deemi:.g it 
worth-their while to counterfeit tz he”: 55 
VIII. Brevity is ſo connected with ſulneſs in the 
ſcriptures, that they are a treaſure of Divine kow- 
ledge, which can never be exhauſted, The Wings, 
8 „ $ R 
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| OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 15: 
that are abſolutely neceſſary. to ſalvation, are few, ſim- 
ple, and obvious to the meaneſt capacity, provided it 
be attended by an humble teachable diſpoſition: but 
the moſt learned, acute, and diligent ſtudent cannot in 


the longeſt life obtain an entire: knowledge of this one 


volume. The deeper he works the mine, the. richer 

and more abungant he finds the ore; .new light conti- 
nually beams from this ſource of heavenly knowledge, 
to direct his conduct, and illuſtrate the works of God, 

and the ways of men; and he wilbat laſt leave the 


world confeſſing, that the more he ſtudied the ſerip- 


tures, the greater ſenſe he had of his own ignorance-- 
and of their ineſtimable value. | 0 
L aſtly, © He that believeth hath the witneſs in him- 
« ſelf.” The diſcoveries which he hath made by the 


light of the ſcripture; the experience he hath had, that | A 


the Lord fulfils its promiſes to tnofe who truſt in 
them; the abiding effects produced by attending to it, 
on his judgment, diſpoſitions, and affections; and the 
earneſts of heaven enjoyed by him in communion with 
_ God, according to the way revealed in it, put the-matter 

beyond alk doubt: and though many believers- are not 
qualified to diſpute againſt infidels, they are enabled, 
through this inward teſtimony, to obey. and ſuffer for 
the goſpel; and they can no more be.convinced by rea- . 

ſonings and objections, that men invented the Bible, 

than they can be perſuaded, that men created the ſun 

whoſe light they: behold, and by whoſe beams they are 
cheared. : £ 2 . 

And now, if an objector could fully invalidate one 

. half, or two thirds of theſe arguments, (to which many 

more might eafily be added; the remarnder would be 
abundantly ſuficient—-Nay, perhaps, any one of them 
ſo far decides the queſtion; that were there no more 
proof of the Bible's being the word of God, a man could 
nat reject it, without: acting contrary to thoſe dictates 
of common ſenſe, which direct his conduct in his ſe- 
cular affairs But, in reality, I have a confidence that 
not one of them can be fairly anſwered; at leaſt it has? 


never yet been done: and the combined force of the 


whole is ſo great, that the objeétions, by which men 
cavil againſt the truth, only reſemble the. foaming. 
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16 ON THE DIVINE INSPIRATION, &c. 
waves daſhing againſt the deep rooted rock, which 
- hath for ages defied their unavailing fury. But though 
- theſe can effect nothing more, they may beat off the 
poor ſhipwregked mariner, who was about to aſcend . 
it, in hopes of deliverance from impending deſtruc- 
tlon. "OP TY | ak | 
The conſequences of our preſent conduct, accord- 
ing to the ſcriptures, are ſo vaſt, that if there were 
only a bare poſfibility of their truth, it would be mad- 
neſs to run the riſque of rejecting them, for the ſake 
of gaining the whole world: What then is it, when we 
have ſuch unanſwerable demonſtrations that they are 
the word of God, and cannot reaſonably doubt of it 
for a moment, to diſobey the commands and neglect 
the ſalvation revealed in it, for the verieſt trifle that 
can be propoſed to us! Eſpecially, as it may be ſhewn 
that, (beſides the eternal conſequences,) the firm belief 
of, and conſcientious obedience to, the ſcriptures, will 
render a man happier in this preſent life, even amidſt 
trials, and ſfelf.denying ſervices; than any other man 
cCaan be made, by all the pomp, pleaſure, wealth, power, 
and honour, which the world can beſtow on him! 
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